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CONTRACTS SUB-COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at 7.00 pm on 29 March 2018

Present:
Councillor Stephen Wells (Chairman)
Councillor Neil Reddin FCCA (Vice-Chairman)
Stephen Carr, Ian Dunn, Simon Fawthrop, Russell Mellor and 
Keith Onslow

104  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND NOTIFICATION OF SUBSTITUTE 
MEMBERS

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Angela Wilkins – Councillor 
Ian Dunn attended as her substitute. 

105  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

106  MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CONTRACTS SUB-COMMITTEE 
HELD ON 6th FEBRUARY 2018

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 6th February 2018, 
excluding exempt information, be confirmed.

107  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 
6th FEBRUARY 2018--EXCLUDING EXEMPT INFORMATION
Report CSD18063

The Sub-Committee discussed the late withdrawal of Bromley Healthcare from the 
Reablement contract due to the issue of pension liability. The chairman suggested 
a special meeting in June, before the first scheduled meeting in the new Council 
year, to consider what could be learnt from this for future commissioning. It was 
important that Bromley Healthcare, who were willing to attend, understood the role 
of scrutiny and the intention to learn from these events. Members were keen to 
see relevant papers in advance, including the letter from Bromley Healthcare. 

108  QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS AND MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC

No questions had been received.

109  CORPORATE CONTRACT REGISTER & CONTRACTS DATABASE 
UPDATE
Report CEO1640

The Sub-Committee received the March 2018 Corporate Contracts Register. 
Detailed scrutiny of individual contracts was the responsibility of the six PDS 
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Committees but Contracts Sub-Committee took an overview of the Council’s larger 
value (£200k+) contracts to ensure that commissioning and procurement activity 
was progressed in a consistent manner. A part 2 version of the Contracts Register 
included a commentary on each contract to inform Members of any issues or 
developments.

The report also updated Members on progress with the Council’s Contract 
Database (which generated the Contract Registers, among other things). The last 
element of the system was to add alerts, and this was intended to be operational 
by August. A further demonstration of the system could be arranged for a meeting 
later in the year when the alerts system was in place. It was confirmed that 
managers were encouraged to add smaller contracts to the system below the main 
thresholds.

The chairman suggested that Commissioning needed to be part of the Members 
Induction Programme after the local elections in May. 

Officers reported that the waste contract had been signed the previous day, £170k 
would be received back from the contractor and 28 change controls had been 
signed off. It was proposed that a report be made to Members on change controls.   

RESOLVED that 

(1) It is noted that the Contract Register forms part of the Council’s commitment to 
data transparency and that the Contract Register presented in Part 2 includes a 
commentary – elements of which may be commercially sensitive. 

(2) The content of the report, including progress regarding the Contract Database, 
be noted.

110  WORK PROGRAMME
Report CSD18051

The Sub-Committee considered its work programme, including the proposed 
special meeting in June and the Contracts Database presentation with Executive 
and Resources PDS. 

It was suggested that the Sub-Committee consider how services were bundled 
together to create efficiencies or split into smaller portions to assist local 
companies to tender and boost the local economy. It was accepted that multiple 
smaller contracts might require more monitoring and could be more expensive, but 
it was also pointed out that the effect of a major contractor failing was likely to be 
more severe. 

A Member commented that the EU Procurement Rules were too complex and anti-
competitive, and suggested discussing how they might be affected by Brexit.  
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111  LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 AS AMENDED BY THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) (VARIATION) 
ORDER 2006 AND THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000

RESOLVED that the Press and public be excluded during consideration of 
the items of business referred to below as it is likely in view of the nature of 
the business to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings that if 
members of the Press and public were present there would be disclosure to 
them of exempt information.

The following summaries
refer to matters

involving exempt information 

112  SERVICE SPECIFICATION FOR THE PROVISION OF PRIMARY 
AND SECONDARY CARE AND HEATH INTERVENTION SERVICES

The Sub-Committee considered the service specification for the contract for 
Provision of Primary and Secondary Care and Health Intervention Services.

113  CORPORATE CONTRACT REGISTER & CONTRACTS DATABASE 
UPDATE--PART 2

The Sub-Committee received extracts from the Contracts Register that included 
part 2 information.

114  EXEMPT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CONTRACTS SUB-
COMMITTEE HELD ON 6th FEBRUARY 2018

The exempt minutes of the meeting held on 6th February 2018 were confirmed.

The Meeting ended at 8.55 pm

Chairman


